
Board of Education Guidelines for Local School Boards to Award Verified Credits for the 
Standard Diploma to Transition Students 

(Implementation of Senate Bill 609 and House Bill 493) 
 
At its meeting on July 25, the Board of Education adopted Guidelines for Local School Boards to 
Award Verified Credits for the Standard Diploma to Transition Students.  These guidelines 
implement the provisions of Senate Bill 609 and House Bill 493 adopted by the 2002 General 
Assembly. 
 
Local school boards are required to adopt policies to govern procedures used to award local 
verified credit.  Note that this process does not apply to awarding verified credit in English or 
mathematics. 
 
Finally, the awarding of verified credit using this process applies only to the four student selected 
verified credits required for the Standard Diploma for the ninth-grade classes of 2000-2001, 
2001-2002, and 2002-2003.  Verified credit earned using this process cannot be used if the 
student changes to the Advanced Studies Diploma track. 
 
Questions may be directed to the Division of Accountability Services at (804) 786-9421. 
 
Here is the complete text of the revised proposed guidelines: 
 
 

Board of Education Guidelines for Local School Boards to Award Verified Credits for 
the Standard Diploma to Transition Students 

 (Implementation of Senate Bill 609 and House Bill 493) 
 
The following Board of Education guidelines set forth procedures and criteria for local school 
boards to award verified credits towards the Standard Diploma to certain students. 
 
Background Information 
 
Under the Standards of Accreditation, students in the Classes of 2004-06 must earn two verified 
credits in English (reading and writing) and four verified credits in subjects of the student’s own 
selection in order to earn the Standard Diploma.   
 
These guidelines enable local school boards to award verified credits in science and 
history/social sciences that may be used to fulfill the requirement of four verified credits of the 
student’s own selection.   These guidelines do not apply to the awarding of verified credits in 
English or mathematics, which must be earned by passing the high school Standards of Learning 
tests (or approved substitute tests) in reading, writing and mathematics.  A list of the substitute 
tests approved by the Board is found on the Department of Education Web site at: 
http://www.pen.k12.va.us/VDOE/suptsmemos/2002/inf079a.pdf. 
 
General Eligibility 
 



To be eligible to earn locally awarded verified credits in science, or history/social science under 
these guidelines, a student must: 
 
♦ Enter the ninth grade for the first time in school years 2000-2001, 2001-2002, or 2002-2003 

(i.e., be a member of the “transition classes”); 
♦ Pass the high school course, not pass the related Standards of Learning or approved substitute 

test, and score within a designated range on the Standards of Learning test that does not 
represent passing but does represent a certain level of achievement;  

♦ Meet the additional achievement criteria specified below; 
♦ Have earned fewer than four of the student-selected verified credits required for the Standard 

Diploma. 
 
Additional Criteria and Guidelines by Subject Area 
 
Science and History/Social Science 
 
The student  
♦ scores within a 375-399 scale score range on any administration of the Standards of Learning 

test after taking the test at least twice;  
AND 

♦ demonstrates achievement in the academic content through an appeal process administered at 
the local level. 

 
The appeal process will include: 
 
♦ The appointment by the local school board of a local review panel comprised of at least three 

educators.  Different panels may be appointed for individual schools or groups of schools, at 
the local school board’s discretion. 

 
♦ The local review panel will review information which provides evidence of the student’s 

achievement of adequate knowledge of the Standards of Learning content.  The panel shall 
have discretion in determining the information to be considered and may include, but not be 
limited to, results of classroom assessments, division wide exams, course grades, and 
additional academic assignments (e.g., papers, projects, essay or written questions) as 
deemed appropriate. 

 
♦ Based on the evidence reviewed, the local review panel may (a) award the verified credit, (b) 

deny the verified credit, (c) suggest participation in a remedial program and retesting, or (d) 
make additional academic assignments as deemed appropriate prior to determining whether 
to award the verified credit.  

 
General Provisions for Implementing these Guidelines 
 
♦ No more than four verified credits may be awarded through this process and these guidelines 

may not be used to award verified credits for the Advanced Diploma. 
 



♦ The award of verified credits under these guidelines will not be used to recalculate a school’s 
accreditation rating. 

 
♦ Local school boards shall adopt policies that specify local procedures for implementing these 

guidelines.  
 
 
 


